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shoo. cuet #-@npeteh to headquar- 

Gen. Lxr's denial that a fight took 

Waters, accompanied by an offi- 

cial xepott: of the affair’ by Gen. Kitraratcx. 
oe. Lzr’s de- 


a fe Miah tell te ds Giciie-ol-wone 
. Roprnr EB. Lex, hes just arrived in Wash- 
-and'is placed in the contraband camp. 

to-be Intelligent and truthful, and 
her master. who is an attaché of 
intends to come to Arlington and 


presi" -yretapegeatntt there on the ground 
‘that! he bas 


never “beén in the military service of 

therdbels. Bho aflirins thet Gen. Lex’s family 
ch discouraged by the late Union victories 

rebel defeats. They look for the fall of Charles- 


& teport from San Francisco of trouble 
,counties of California with the Se- 
, who are there from Texas and other 


but they appear to have no better 
' ‘than a collision which took place on 
sate ‘Tillare County, between a party 


aos some soldiers stationed 


od th At « telegraphic report 
Goo two steamers on the 
‘Said to have occurred on the 23d 
ed e day or two after that date, 
n lich time until now nothing additional in 
gal tot has reached us. It now appears that 
ne ‘Such & battle; but of the actors in it we 
Sane ignorance asbefore. The particu- 
fares known, are Copied from the Port- 
gub, Of Tuesday. The belief of those who 
ithe battle is thet the belligerents were 
‘gunboat. and a rebel privateer, 
the. gunboat was worsted ; but no offi- 
| of the affair has appeared, ‘otek it is 
i-that the Navy Department must be in 

of the facts in regard to it. 
om ‘Memphis, dated Aug. 6, states 
4 and the atmy.under his com- 
tlanded on the east side. of the Missis- 
ifive miles below Port Hudson. A 
it fever have occurred in New- 
the health of the city for the season 
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crushed.by the recent victories of the Union 


‘troops. ‘Much remains yet.to be done before 
the military power of the rebel Confederacy 
will be so far broken as to make the question 
of peace and reconstruction one of practical 
‘politics, ‘The rebels have strong armies still 
in the field ; they have strong positions and 
important seaports atill in. their possession ; 
they have the active and effective support of 
England and France to stimulate their hopes 
and prolong thelr efforts,--and they have the 
still more effective and important support of a 
powerful allied party in the Northern States. 
All these difficulties stand in the way of 
peace, and must be removed before peace can 
be restored. peda: setae Mie wy 
we have but one practical 

important and imperative duty, we stack 
bead all our efforts to theirremoval. We 


must aid the Government in the prosecution 
of the war. We must aid it in strengthening 
our armies, in defeating the designs of its 
foes, in quelling all open or disguised hostility 
wherever it may exist. And until this result 
has been accomplished, and the military and 
political power of the rebellion has been 
broken, we regard ag premature and as mis- 
chievous any sharp and angry controversy 
concerning the terms of peace or the basis of 
the political reconstruction by which peace is 
to be followed. 


The whole political community, neverthe- 
less, seems to be plunging headlong into this 
discussion. The partisan opponents of the 
Administration have been working zealously 
ever since the war began to force its friends 
into precisely such a controversy: We are 
sorry to see recent indications Of .success in 
this endeavor. They have succeeded in draw- 
ing from sundry qdarters, supposed or as- 
sumed to be, to @ greater or less extent, in 
sympathy with the Administration, earnest 
and even heated declarations of what must and 
especially of what must not be done in the 
matter of closing the war and restoring the 
Union. The latest, end, perhaps, the most 
significant demonstration of this kind which 
has met the public eye, is the letter of Mr. 
Wu1em Wureina, published in the Tacs of 
yesterday morning. Mr. W. hgids a position’ 
oftrast in the War Department, and he in- 
sists that it would be the extreme of folly and 
of wickeiiness to permit the rebel States to 
retura to the Union, without exacting from 
them as a condition precedent, or imposing 
upon thém as the will of a conqueror, the 
abolition of Slavery,, And: the Herald has, 
for some weeks past, entertained its readers 
with reports of dissensions in the Cabinet 

and the Administration tipon this very point. 


We think we can safely say that there is 
net the slightest foundation for these reports, 
and that the question on which there is sup- 
posed to be such a sharp and hostile division 
of sentiment in the Administration, has never 
been raised either in the Cabinet council or in 
any other form.. It has never been proposed, 
either formally or otherwise, by any Secre- 
tary or head of Department, to offer, terms, 
or accept terms, or discuss terms of peace or 
of reconstraction with the aathorities of the 
rébdel Confederacy. We venture to say that 
neither the President nor any one of his Sec- 
retaries, would consent even to accept a sur- 
render at the hands of Jzrzznson Davis Or of 
the organized Government which he repre. 
sents, if it came in such shape as.to involve, 
directly or by implication, the sight of that 
Government to speak for the people of the 
rebel States. In military matters—in ° ques- 
tions growing out of actual operations 
in the field, the officers of the rebe) armies 
have been recognized and treated as such: 
but no political recognition ever has been, or 
ever will be, extended to. the authorities of 
the rebel Confederacy. When the people of 
the rebel Statés are disposed for peace they 
can secure it by refusing to fight, and" by re- 
sisting the rebel Government which may seck 
to." coerce them into fighting longer:—and 
When they desire a-restoration of the Union 

and a resumption of their former tights and 
privileges uncer it, they have only,to resume 
their allegiance to its Constitution and laws 
and to make war, at’the requirement of its 
authorities, upon all who ‘attempt to over- 
throw them., They must, do this.as individ- 
uals, as citizens, of the « United ) States, 
and subject’ to..all the pains and 
penalties they: may have incurfed by 
‘past -violations of those laws: but hay- 


-} ing thus done’ it, unless we are greatly 


mistaken, they will again become members of 
the Union, and entitled to all the rights guar- 
anteed by the Constitution. If, for example, 
'} the people of Louisiana, or of Tennessee, or 


ér) of North Carolina, or of Mississippi, ‘should 
.| im Convention, tepeal the ordinance of se- 


cession, depose and repudiate the rebel au- 
thorities, State and Confederate, reorganize 


| their State Government and require the oath 


| of allegiance to the Constitution of the United 


| States as the condition of holding office, elect. 
| members to both branches of the Congress of 


| the United States, and affirm the daty of every 
| citizen to obey all the laws-duly enacted by 
| that Congress in accordance with the Consti- 

| tation, ‘and to abide by the decisions of the 


|] itidicial tribunals of the Union apon all ques- 
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And it is not likely, we trust, in the hour 


despotism .as has, usurped. the: power and | 
crushed the liberties of of France. 

But, it will be ‘asked, may the rebel States | - 
send back to Congress the very men who have 
plunged them into rebellion, and thus prepare 
to reénact.the terrible tragedy of the past two 
years ? Unquestionably they may—subject only 
to certain risks those men will run, whether 
they go to Congress or stayathome. Missis-‘ 
sippi may, if she likes, send Jzvr. Davis back to 
the U. 8. Senate ; but before he can take his 
seat and renéw his treasonable practices 
there, he will be liable to arrest, trial and ex- 
ecution for the treasons he has already com- 
mitted. And precisely the same thing will be 
true of every ‘man whom any rebel State may 
wend to either branch of Congress, or putin 
any other place of political trust aad responsi- 
bility. It is the individual citizens of the 
Southern States, it must be borne in mind, 
and not the States themselves, that have in- 
curred the guilt of treason by their share in 
this rebellion, and it is upon them that. the 
penalties of the law must fall. Wiienever « 
majority of the people in any such State shall 
be converted from treason to loyalty, either by 
argument, by arms, or by an enlightened re- 
gard for their own interest, they can restore 
the State to its old position in the Union; bit 
they cannot release a single one of their citi- 
zens from the penalties he may have incurred 
by taking up arms against the United States, 
by adhering to their enemies or giving them 
aid and comfort. 


But what becomes of the Proclamation of 
Ematcipation, the Confiscation laws, and 
other acts of Congress and the Executive, if 
these States may thus return to the Union 
and resume that local sovereignty over their 
own affairs which is guaranteed to them by 
the Constitution? Are they to te revoked, 

suspended or repealed? Not at all. They 
are to abide the judgment of the Supreme 
Court of the United States.. If they are ad- 
judged constitutional by that tribunal, they 
are to be obeyed, like all other laws, by all 
citizens in all sections of our common coun- 
try. If they shall be pronounced unconstitu- 
tional, or if, having been enacted as war 
measures their effective validity ceases when 
the war ends, then they disappear from the 
statute book,—and all citizens everywhere 
must acquiesce. They stand upon precisely 
the same footing as any other laws,—mast 
abide the same tests and submit to the same 
fate, and the people of the rebel States, when 
they renew their oath of allegiance to the 
Federal Constitution, must acquiesce in this 
necessity. 

A great deal of this, we are well aware, is 
80 far as present necessities are concerned, 
pure speculation: and it may moreover never 
become any thing else. In no rebel State 
have the people as yet taken any such steps, 
or evinced by formal action any purpose thus 
to resume their old relations -to the Federal 
Union. The Administration has, therefore, 
not been called upon to consider the question 
tn ahy way, shape or manner. Whenever it 
shall be thus called upon, it. is not 
at all unlikely that. the statesmen who are 
now at the heads of the several Executive 
Departments, will differ in opinion very wide- 
ly as to the practical action which the emer- 
gency may require. But we presume that in 
this, as has already happened in many in- 
stances not unlike. this in difficulty and im- 
portance, the Paesipenr will relieve his Sec- 
retaries from all embarrassment by acting 
solely and exclusively upon his own respon- 
sibility, and in accordance with his own sense 
of justice and of patriotic public duty. 

rrr 

Rzrort or tax Juper-Apvocats-GzneRaL OF 
New-Yorx on tus Daarr.—We give the re- 
port of Judge-Advocate Warrzpury concern- 
ing the draft in this State, which was referred 
to. by Gov. Sexmoun in his second letter to 
the President. It is a bitterly partisan docu- 
ment throughout; and “we” are sorry to 
sée that. an officer holding ssuch« an im- 
portant position in the.military. system of 
the State, and whe by aiding or by em- 
barrassing the Government in its: severe 
and difficult’ labors, may exercise a beneficial 
or @ baneful. influence upon the National 
cause, should have so far prostituted his office 

to aid the purposes of party. .He openly 
p daa that the whole schéme of draft 
ing in this State was one of conscious 
fraud—from any knowledge ..or .responsi- 
bility. of -which; however; he ‘relieves 
the President, the Provost-Marshal-Gen- 
eral, and all the proper anthovities,. and 
blames it upon the “ irresponsible’ cabal out- 
side.” . Even amid his perversions and parti- 
sanship, he is compelled to confess that the 
officers of the Government were determined 
upon fairness and equity. The President 
was anxious to obtain a knowledge of every 
wrong or injustice, and earnest and emphatic 
in the assurance that every error |pointed out 
tohim should be corrected, and he remarked 
to the Jadge-Advocate that he “would not 
permit either a real or an apparent fraud,” 
The: Provost-Marshal-General also was em- 
Phatically of the same views and sentiments. 
Under these , We do not see j 
that the local or State authorities could have. 
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the horse is merely designed asthe 1 oft t 


locomotion, and takés no part in the, shock 
of battle. When they meet the enemy, niount- 
ed infantry dismount and fight on foot ;. _ and 
to this énd they are armed with thie rifle in- 
stead of with the carbine; plotol-and sabre, as 
are the Cavalry. 


The advantage of mounted infantry is, of 


course, the greatly increased celerity of 
movement such a body possesses. Hence its 
extraordinary value for the purposes of rald- 


ing, foraging, cleaning out guerrillas, guard- | 


ing lines of communication, and a muititude 
of such services. For all such purposes it is 
quite as well adapted as the cavalry, and it 
presents this enormous advantage, that it 
can be improvised, (needing simply. to put in- 
fantry. on horseback,) while cavalry: is a 
highly delicate and elaborate arm, which 
can only be formed by prolonged training. 
The most dazzling of ali the forme of mili- 
tary service, the cavalry, is, after all, only 
brought into .use under special circum- 
stances—/’arm du moment, as Marshal Saxs 
well styled it. We. have had few illustrations 
since the war bégan of the legitimate use of 
cavalry in batile; it has mainly. been em- 
ployed for_purposes for which the mounted 
infantry is quite as effective, and far more 
available. ' 
We want in the West clouds of these Cos- 
sacks. There is now in the great central 
zone between the Alleghanies and the Missis- 
sippi really no great organized military force 
of rebels. They sre eplit up inte a multitude 
of detachments covering various points, or 
roaming the country in mounted bands acting 
as guerrillas. Tennesséée is infested with 
flocks of these troopers. We can extermi- 
nate them only by numerous light moveable 
columns of mounted infantry. In addition to 
this they have before them an Immense field 
in cutting the rebel lines of communitations, 
intercepting convoys, destroying depots of 
supplies, etc., etc. The tegion mentioned is 
the region of the production and distribution 
of all manner of military resources. To at- 
tack them here is toattack them in a vital 
point—to destroy these linés and depots is 
literally to disembowel the Confederacy. In 
Virginia also we want now large numbers of 
these mounted infantry. We had yesterday 
by telegraph the statement of a fugitive Qon- 
federate officer that the rebels in Virginia 
were making desperate efforts to organize 
an effective force of horse-troopers—that 
they were impressing into the sérvice all the 
horses in Virginia, and that whole regiments 
of their infantry were being mounted. 
Theré are signs that our Weste:n Generals 
fully appreciate the importance of this arm. 
Gen, Rogscrans is forming brigades just as 
rapidly as he can mount. and arm them, and 
Gen. Rovssriv is in Washington for the pur- 
pose of getting facilities te raise a division of 
mounted infantry. Theré are very many novel 
features in warfare in this country; only 
experience. can show what is wanted, and ex- 


perience has shown that mounted infantry is 
very much wanied. 


EE ’ 
The Votunteering from New-York State. 

Gov. Szymovz, in his correspondence with 
the President, accuses ‘him: of having made 
an unfair enrollment in this State—a partisan 
enrollment. He gives as.a.ground for this 
accusation the fact that in the Counties of 
New-York and Kings more men are enrolled 
than in certain rural counties, in. proportion 
to the number who voted in the ¢lectio# last 
Fall. 

Last Fall he was elected Governor by less 
than 11,000. majority, out.of a total vote of 
over 600,000.’ But he received in New-York 
and Kings over,78,000 votes, and had a mia- 
jority in these two counties of over 388,000 
Among those'78,000 ‘voters were many honest 
men, who hate traitors. and treason... Bat 
among them was every man who. sympa- 
thizes with the rebels—every man who had 
from the beginning openly and secretly aided 
the rebellion, and opposed each and every 
méasure to put it down... It. included. that 
large class who had given asstirances to the 
rebels that New-York would never permit the 
General Government to “ coerce a sovereign 
State,” and would furnish neither men nor 
money to such a war. 


New-York City and its. vicinity contained 
the “dangerous class” upon whom the rebel 
leaders counted for allies, and who were to 
rise in insurrection and make the streets flow 
with blood, if the rebel newspapers may be. 
taken for authority. © 

‘Thess were not the kind of men who had | 
volunteered to defend our national existence, 


Copperheads “the © 

Bier bapdéedi i take wal ad young men 
from the country took up thelr muskets to de- 
fend the national honor and existence, ali the 
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‘and grogseliers, staid at home to do the 
yoting? How is it that all the counties in 
the State which voted for Gov. Szrmounshow 
such shabby’ results*from volunteering, as 
compared with those counties which voted 


for Gen. Wapswoarn? We present some cu- 
rious statistics on this subject in another | 
column, which are well worthy of general 7 


notice. : re 
Tt is very hard that any of those 73,000 


who, as he said on the City Hall steps last |: 


month, “ stood by him,” should now be ealled 
upon to stand by the country. So it is hard 


to pay taxes, and to do various other services | ., 


to our Government: In short, it is edaier to 
burn. a house than to buildit. But if the 
Governor really wants to know why so many 
of his partisans happen to have staid at home 
during the war, let him attend the next 


“ peace meeting,” ané he will understand the he lea 
matter. Te | 


AE 
Gew. G. K. Warazw.—The announcement of 


the appointment of Brig.-Gen. G. K. Wannen, 
Chief of Topographical Engineers, to a Major- 
Generalship of Volunteers, will be received 


with unusual gratification by his brother | - 


officers, and by all who have had the oppor- 


tunity to know the high soldierly qualities of | 
Gen. Wanner: * Though yet very young, (not } 


exceeding thirty, we think,) he has still by 
pure merit reached in the army the very high- 
est sounds of fame. He isa West, Pointer, 
having, we believe, been an instructor at the 
Academy. At the outbreak of the war, he 


which ‘soon rose to be regarded as the 
finest Volunteer regiment in the.service, and 


‘taised a regiment—the Warren Zouaves— } 


enjoyed the distinction of being brigaded with | 
the Regulars. He then commanded what was |, 


regarded as the finest Volunteer brigade in 


the @ervice, and at its head displayed the 
highest military talent throughout the Penin- 


sularcampaign. At Chancellorsville as aj 
Staff officer (Chief of Engineers) he showed 


himself ona larger field, and took even his 


friends by. surprise by” his brilliant gal- |’ 


lantry, his fertility of resources «and gen- 
eral military ability. His conduct at 


‘Gettysburgh, where be acted as Gen. Mrabr’s: 


Chiet of Staff, added still further to his fame. 
It is within our personal knowledge that Gen. 
Waxnen is looked upon by his fellow academ-. 


icians, (who-have a high and severe standard ; 


ofjudgment of their own,) as displaying more 
of that faculty, or combination of faculties, for 


which genius is the only name, than any of his |. 


compeers in thearmy. His appointment to the 
Major-Generalship is- the fitting reward ‘of 
pure merit. The double star does not glitter 
on the shoulders of a more accomplished or a 
more promising” soldier. 


Guast on Vicxesvnen.—Major-Gen. Urys- 
sts S. Grant's “report of the’ operations of 
the Army of the Tennessee from the day he 
assumed command of the expedition against 
Vicksburgh to the surrender of that place,” 
will be read with intense interest by every 


“te o. 


reader of the Timts. Itis a document forthe {| 


present hour and for all time. It is full, 
clear, vivid, able and. modest. His gallant 
army dnd ‘his subordinate commanders de- 
serve all the praise he gives them, and 
he himself commands honor from the 
whole country and the world. Those who 
from the fragmentary details of the corre- 
spondents, and the contradictory 


of the’ telegraph, were unable to gain an ac: 


curate and comprehensive idea of the splen- 
did. operations at Vicksburgh while they were 
in progress, will find the whole thing set forth 
here with the skill of a master. 
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Tas Exus’s Lerren.—The World. snd: ‘the } de 


News accuse the Trcxs of mutilating and dis- 
torting the letter of Mr. Variaxprguaw to the 
Democratic meeting at 


meaning to reply to such a charge sie ch wae | 
say (1) that the transcript of the lettet which | to idle 
we published on Saturday last was the same | ‘uctiveness 


throughout as that which the World was en- 
terprising enough to publish on Monday, or 
two days-aftet.. We have compared thetwe 





copies and find penetiare tert es 


and who had gone into the army. » “They had} ‘ 


remained at home to manipulate the. 


whos 


and to hold the offices. They had role | t 
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